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INTRODUCTION 


CO  a t a. r  to 


MONGST     the    many    pleasing    features    which    marked    the    closing    years    of    the    Victorian     Kra    much 
importance    must    undoubtedly    he    attached    to    the    extraordinary   interest   manifested    by    our   American 

kinsmen    in    the    many    ancient     "Spots     and     Spires"     with      which      (ireat     ISritain     abounds     and     in 
which     are     symbolized      the     traditions     and    customs    of   centuries. 

The  remarkable  and  ever-increasing  yearly  influx  ot  American  tourists  to  these  shores  is  prool 
positive  that  as  a  place  ot  pilgrimage,  from  the  Trans-Atlantic  point  ol  view,  our  Island  Home 
may  justly  claim  precedence  against  the  World.  Thus  it  is  that  I  venture,  in  the  sincere  hope 
that  this  humble  effort  may  meet  \\ith  a  modicum  of  appreciation,  to  summarise  as  briefly  as 

possible   the    information    1    have   gleaned,    from    a    lengthy    and   careful    research,  respecting   the    Knglish    I  lomes   and   surroundings 
of  the   two    families     whose   descendants    helped    so    much    It)    build    up    the    greatness    of   the    World's    mightiest    Republic. 

In  dealing  with  the  Washingtons  I  have  purposely  confined  myself  to  facts  and  figures  relating  only  to  the  immediate 
Knglish  antecedents  of  this  illustrious  family  and  1  make  no  pretension  whatever  to  pose  as  ///;•  authority  on  a  subject 
which,  I  am  fully  aware,  is  worthy  of  tar  more  exhaustive  treatment  :  but  which  requires  an  abler  pen  than  mine  to 
adequately  pourtray. 

The    carefully-selected    and    interesting    photographic    reproductions    which   accompany    this    work    will,    1  venture   to   think, 

serve    far    better    than    any   word-painting    of    mine    to    convey   to   the    reader   some    idea   ot    the   ground    c  >vered  anil    the   pleasure 

in    store    for     those    who    may    be    so     far    influenced    by    this    humble    effort     as    to    avail     themselves    of    the  opportunity    now 
afforded    of   visiting   this   new   Mecca. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  kindness  shewn  and  the  assistance  rendered  me  by  Mr. 
A.  L.  V.  Morley,  Karl  Spencer's  courteous  estate  agent  and  his  genial  assistant,  Mr.  A.  II.  Collis;  whilst  to  the  Rev.  W.Martin, 
of  St.  Mary's,  Great  Hrington  ;  the  Kev.  |.  W.  Ardenne,  of  St.  James',  Sulgrave,  and  the  Rev.  |.  C.  Cox-  Edwards,  ot  St. 
Mary's,  Ecton,  1  am  indebted  for  much  useful  information  and  the  privilege  of  making  copious  extracts  and  tracings  from 
the  old  Parish  Registers,  without  which  my  efforts  would,  indeed,  have  proved  futile. 


ARTHUR   BRANSCOMBE. 


LONDON,  June,   1901  , 


-x  A     I         ',  f 


THE    WASHINGTON    ARMS,    CKKST,   AMI    MOTTO. 


THE    CRADLE    OF    THE    WASHINGTONS. 


PART    I. 

("II  in  historical  associations,  the  picturesque  County  of  Northamptonshire  has  given 
to  the  world  sonic  of  its  greatest  master-minds  whose  achievements,  handed  down 
to  posterity,  illumine  the  pages  of  history  and  whose  names,  writ  in  letters  of  gold, 
iigure  pre-eminently  on  that  glorious  Scroll  ot  Fame  whose  unfolding  proclaims  to  the 
nations  of  the  earth  the  power  and  pride  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race. 

Apathetic  indeed  must  be  either  the  J  Stilish  or  American-horn  subject  whose 
bosom  fails  to  heave  with  just  pride,  or  whose  blood  flows  normally  on,  when  the 
name  or  fame  of  such  men  as  (ieorge  Washington  and  Benjamin  Franklin  is  in 

discussion.  That  the  achievements  of  both  figure  brilliantly  in  American  history  the  whole  civilised  world  well  knows;  but 
the  fact  that  their  English  ancestors  were  "  cradled  "  amid  the  same  rural  surroundings  and  that  but  a  few  short  miles 
separated  their  village  homes  is  not,  I  venture  to  think,  so  generally  understood. 

Let  us  lift  the  curtain  on  the  early  half  of  the  Fifteenth  Century,  when  Henry  VIII.  occupied  the  British  throne 
and  when  Laurence  Washington,  the  head  of  the  Northamptonshire  "  Mouse,"  left  his  home  in  Wharton,  Lancashire,  to 
seek  that  fame  and  fortune  which  so  quickly  followed  his  removal  to  Northampton.  Adopting  the  law  as  a  profession,  he 
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rapidly    rose     in     popular     favour     and     speedily    made     for     himself    an     enviable    reputation.       In    1533    he    was     elected     Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  County  and,    thirteen  years   later,   we   find   him  again   in  occupation  of   the  Mayoral   Chair. 

In  the  meantime  the  old  Manor  of  Sulgrave,  Northamptonshire,  which  had  been  surrendered  to  the  Crown  by 
the  Priory  of  St.  Andrew,  had  become  vacant  and,  in  15^9,  it  was  specially  granted  to  this  Laurence  Washington 
for  his  many  services  to  the  County  and  the  State.  Here  he  lived  with  his  family,  consisting  of  four  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  until  February  n;th,  15*4,  upon  which  day  he  died,  being  buried  in  the  same  vault  in  Sulgrave  Church 
as  his  wife  Amee,  who  predeceased  her  husband  some  twenty  years. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  inscription  on  the  accompanying  brass  tablet,  which  is  embedded  in  the  stone 
covering  the  entrance  to  the  family  vault,  is  imperfect  ;  the  actual  figures  of  the  day,  month  and  year  of  the 
passing  of  Laurence  Washington  being  omitted.  To  account  for  this  curious  error  it  is  presumed  that  this  tablet,  with 

the    date  spaces  still    vacant,     was     embedded    by    Laurence 
Washington     in     the    stone     slab     shortly     after    the     death 

SipdJO  6fnrjt  $hUfP  tJtS  <>f  his    wife     in    1504     some   twenty   years   prior    to    his  own 

Jtafnir^B^  >7.&fi{!Cf '       demise     and    that     his   son    and    heir,     Robert     Washington, 

who     died    in      inn;    and     is     buried     in     the     same     vault, 
neglected  uhave  the  omitted  figures  wrought  in   the  "brass." 

FAC-SIMII.K  OF  INSCRIPTION  ON  THE  TOMH   OF  I.ACKKXCK  WASHINGTON    IN  In  the  Parish   Register,    however,    the  burials    of    both    father 

ST.    IAMKS'   CiirKCH,   SCI.<;KAVK.  r   ,, 

and    son    are    carefully    recorded. 

St.  James'  Church,  Sulgrave,  as  it  now  exists,  is  by  no  means  so  picturesque  as  the  original  structure,  which 
dales  back  to  about  the  middle  of  the  Fifteenth  Century.  The  outer  scheme  of  recent  restoration  embraced  the  substitution 
of  a  modern  roof  for  the  ancient,  but  more  picturesque,  covering  ;  whilst  the  inner  renovation,  including  the  removal  of 
the  old  galleries  and  worm-worn  pews,  has  robbed  it  ot  much  of  that  old-world  atmosphere  so  clear  to  the  heart  of  all  true 
lovers  of  the  antique.  This  work  of  restoration  was  carried  out  about  fourteen  years  ago  and  necessitated  the  opening  of 
the  \\  aslnngton  vault  and  the  disclosure  of  numerous  leaden  coffins  in  a  very  fair  state  ot  preservation.  Subsequent  to 
this,  six  out  of  the  nine  splendid  "brasses"  which  originally  adorned  the  entrance  to  the  vault  were  stolen  one  Sunday  evening 
by  some  unknown  thief  whose  act  of  vandalism  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  yet  meet  with  just  punishment. 

The  accompanying  photographs,  on  page  12,  of  three  of  the  six  original  "brasses,"  reproduced  from  some  old  "rubbings," 
represent  the  figure  of  Laurence  Washington,  in  his  Mayoral  Robes  of  black  cloth  with  sable  fur  trimming  and  the  quaint 
effigies  of  his  four  sons  and  seven  daughters.  .Beneath  the  adjoining  window  is  to  be  seen  an  enlarged  replica  of  the 
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Tin:   OLD   MANOR  OK   SLT.I.KAVI: 


Tin-;    HOME    OF    THK    FRANKLINS. 
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inscription  on  the  old  brass  tablet  before  referred  to;  beneath  which  is 
tablet  was  erected  by  the  representatives  ol  the  tamily,  A.  P.  iSyo."  It 
and  is,  stranger  to  relate,  the  only  substantial  evidence  of  National  sympathy  with,  and  interest  in,  this  locality  1 


a    modest     notification     to    the      effect     that     "  This 
is    the    worthy    tribute   of  some    patriotic    Americans 


have 


ST.  JAMI:S'  CIICKCH,  SI"I.<;KAVE,  NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

been  able  to  discover  throughout  a  somewhat  exhaustive  research.  \Yhal  an  opportunity  is  here  afforded  for  a  truly 
National  Tribute  !  And  how  gladly  it  would  be  welcomed  by  the  Rev.  J.  \Y.  Ardenne,  the  present  Rector 
of  St.  James'  ! 


12 


Tin-:    CRAOLI-:    OF    THE    WASHINGTONS. 


Apart    from  the    Washington    Relics,    perhaps    the    most     interesting    object    to    be     viewed   within    the    sacred    building    is 
an  old    iron-bound    chest    which     Mr.    James   Kast    (who     has     acted     as    Parish     Clerk     for     the    last    twenty-six    years)  avers    is 

This    unique 


over  eight  hundred  years  old. 
specimen  ot  ancient  carpentry  designed  to 
frustrate  the  ellorts  of  an  army  of  burglars 
was.  like  many  others  of  equally  massive 
construction,  reduced  to  its  present  insecure 
condition  by  one  of 


those  hordes  of  savage 
soldiery  whose  delight 
it  was.  during  the 
devastating  wars  of  the 
Cromwellian  Kra,  to 
pillage  and  plunder. 
( )nginaHy  intended  as  a 
safe  receptacle  for  valu- 
able plate  and  equally 
valuable  records,  it  has 

no\v   descended    to    the  level    of  a   common    dust-bin,   hiding 
trom     the    vulgar    ga/e    such    discarded    church     decorative 
paraphernalia     as      its 
limited  capacity  admits. 
It     originally     formed 
part    of    the    furniture 
of     a      more      ancient 


church  and  some  slight 
idea  may  be  formed 
of  itsmassiveness  when 
one  is  assured  that  it 
takesat  least  six  able-bodied  "  rustics"  to  move  it. 

Sulgrave    Manor,   which    was    occupied 
1606,  stands  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  village, 


THE  REV.  J.   \V.  AKDE.NNE, 
THE  PRESENT  HECTOR  OF  SUI.GKAVE. 

by     the     Washington     family     from    1539    to 
about    five    minutes'    walk    from    the    church. 


THIC    HOMIC    OK    TMIC    FRANKLINS. 


Tin;    OLDEST    TREASURE-CHEST    IN     KNC.I.AXP 

to  Little  Brington.  In  1619,  whilst  on  a 
visit  to  the  old  Manor  of  S'.ilgrave,  K'ohert 
Washington  died  and  was  interred  in  the  family 
vault  erected  by  his  lather. 

In  15^4  the  population  of  Sulgrave  was 
close  upon  600  ;  but,  strange  to  relate,  the 
census  just  taken  discloses  the  lowest  figures 
recorded  since  that  date  -the  aggregate  population 
numbering  but  395.  It  is  one  of  the  healthiest 
and  prettiest  villages  to  be  seen  in  Great  Britain  ; 
whilst  Sulgrave  Manor  itself  is  externally  rich  in 
armorial  bearings  and  lavishly  embellished  within 
with  priceless  old  oaken  carvings  and  panels.  On 
the  South  side  of  the  building,  just  above  the 
ancient  doorway,  the  Washington  Shield,  bearing 


It]  was  bequeathed  by  Karl  Simon  de  St.  Li/.,  the  re-builder  of 
Northampton  and  the  founder  of  its  ancient  Castle,  to  the  Priory  of 
St.  Andrew  in  1090,  by  whom  it  was  held  until  it's  surrender  to  the 
Crown  upon  the  Dissolution  of  the  Monasteries.  It  was  specially 
granted  by  Henry  \  III.  to  Laurence  Washington,  in  1539,  and 
remained  in  the  family  until  1010,  when  it  was  sold  by  Kobei'j. 
\Yashmgton,  his  son  and  heir  (conjointly  with  his  eldest  son 
Laurence),  to  Lawrence  Makepiece.  Some  four  years  prior  to  the 
sale  ot  the  property  the  family  experienced  a  series  ot  such  serious 
reverses  as  to  compel  them  to  relinquish  their  ancient  "holding" 
in  favour  of  the  principal  mortgagee  and  ^together  they  removed 


BACK    VIEW    of    SULGKAVE    MANOR. 
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date  A.  P.  1540,  ornaments  a  square  block  of  stone.  Time  and 
the  elements  have  played  havoc  with  this  relic  ;  but  the  accompanying 
reproduction  below,  of  an  early  plaster  cast  ot  the  arms  shows 
plainly  enough  that  the  stars  and  stripes  of  the  flag  of  tin: 
i'mon  had  their  origin  in  the  armorial  bearings  ot  the  \\ashington 
family. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  adopted  motto  of  the  family, 
embracing  the  following  appropriate  sentence  from  the  Latin 
poet  Ovid:  ••  A'.i7///5  acta  fi'dmt."  which  translated  is  "Actions 
are  tested  by  their  results."  does  not  accompany  this  particular 
shield:  but  it  is  to  be  seen  in  numerous  miniature  carvings  ol 
the  arms  which  adorn  the  massive  masonry  of  which  the  old  porch 
is  built.  In  close  proximity  to  the  shield  and  a  little  to  the 
right  is  the  old  sun-dial  :  whilst  higher  up,  in  the  centre  of  the  gable, 
the  quaint  arms  of  the  ancient  priory  are  still  to  be  seen.  \\  itli 
successive  restorations  and  repairs  much  ot  the  ancient  grandeur 
gradually  disappeared;  but  the  old  oak-  staircase  and  the  grand  old 

Banqueting   Ilall.   with   its  huge  fireplace 

massively     "  framed  "      in      oak,     vividly 

bespeak  the   splendour  ot   its  early  history 

and    it    requires    but    little    stretch   of  the 

imagination    to    conjure   up  one   of  those 

merry      scenes     of     bygone      days     when 

"  King    Carnival  "     held   sway    within   its 

ancient    walls. 
Iiii-  \\ASHINGTON  SHIELD. 

Sulgrave  will,  indeed,  well  repay  a  visit  ;  for,  quite 
apart  from  the  exceptional  historical  interest  attached  to  the 
old  Manor  House,  the  great  antiquity  of  the  village  and  its 

picturesque    environs    are    in    themselves    sufficient    to    render    it    a 

SOCTH   VIEW  <.F    SULGRAVE  MANOR,    SHEWING    OLD    NORMAN    DOORWAY 

spot    beloved    alike    of    both    English    and    American    tourists.  AND   ANCIENT   ARMS. 


Sulgrave    "  holding, 


PART    II. 

GLORIOUS     drive    along    a    perfect     road    whose     winding    course,     through     innumerable    picturesque 
old     hamlets,    discloses    an     ever-changing    panorama    of    glen     and    glade,    transfers    one,    in    about    a 
couple    of    hours,    to   Great    and    Little    Brington.      Far  from    railroad    and    highway    traffic,   these   twin 
idyllic   villages   lie   but   a  mile    apart,    nestled  amid    the    wooded  grandeur  of    Althorp    Bark,   the  ancient 
demesne    wherein    stands      the     historic     Baronial     Hall     of     the  Spencers     whose     ancestors,     for     ages 
past,    have    so    nobly    figured  in    Lnglish    history.        Bonds    of   true    friendship,    strengthened    by    tics   of 
close     kinsmanship,   united    for  years    the  families    of   the    Spencers    and     the     Washingtons   and    thus  it 
is     we    find    that,    when    bitter     reverses    overtook    the    latter    and   compelled  them     to    relinquish    their 
a    new    home    was     offered      them     by     Sir     Robert     Spencer,     the     reigning     lord     of     Althorp,    and     the 
existing    unpretentious  dwelling  now    known  as     "  Washington    House,"    Little    Brington,    was    placed    at   their    disposal. 

Hence,  in  1606,  came  Robert  \\ashington,  of  Sulgrave,  and  his  two  sons,  Laurence  and  Robert.  The  former,  with  his 
eldest  son,  took  possession  of  the  cottage,  where  they  resided  until  the  deatli  of  Laurence  Washington,  in  1616.  Upon  the 
decease  of  his  eldest  son,  Robert  Washington  left  Little  Brington  and  took  up  his  abode  in  London,  accompanied  by  his  son's 
widow  and  her  eldest  child  Laurence.  The  house  was  then  occupied  by  Robert  Washington  (brother  of  the  deceased  Laurence)  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth,  who  for  the  past  ten  years  had  resided  in  a  small  cottage  on  the  outskirts  of  the  village,  adjoining 
which  he  had  erected  a  windmill  and  had  followed  the  calling  of  a  miller.  Here  they  resided  from  1616  until  March,  1622, 
when  they  both  died  within  nine  days  of  each  other  and  were  buried  in  St.  Mary's  Church,  Great  Brington.  Over  the 
doorway  of  the  cottage  is  still  to  lie  seen  a  large  square  block  of  stone  bearing  the  following  appropriate  inscription  :— 

It  is  a  moot  question  as  to  whether  this  inscription  -—which  was  erected  over  the  doorway 
shortly  after  the  occupation  of  the  cottage  by  the  Washingtons  alludes  to  the  compulsory 
relinquishment  of  Sulgrave  Manor  and  the  attendant  change  of  "circumstances";  or  whether 
it  refers  to  the  death  of  Laurence  and  Margaret  Washington's  second  son  Gregory,  which 
occurred  shortly  after  his  baptism  and  their  removal  Irom  Sulgrave  to  Brington. 


Mrs.  Robert  Washington,  in  her  illness,  was  nursed  by  her  sister-in-law,  the  widow 
of  Laurence  Washington,  who,  upon  the  death  of  her  father-in-law,  in  1619,  had  returned 
to  Little  Brington  from  London.  Following  the  demise  of  Robert  Washington  and  his  wife, 
she  again  took  up  her  permanent  abode  in  the  cottage,  where  she  was  joined  by  her  son,  the 


Rev.    Laurence    Washington,    in     1643,    the    year    in    which    he    vacated     the 


of 
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Purleigh,  in  Essex,  which  had  been  granted  to  him  in  1632.  There  they  resided,  with  the  family  of  the  Rev.  Laurence, 
until  1^50,  in  which  year  they  both  died.  That  they  were  also  buried  in  the  family  vault  at  Brington  is  proven  by  the 
correspondence  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rumbold,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Laurence  Washington,  and  sister  of  the  two 
Virginia  emigrants.  Inspection  of  the  old  Register  shows  that  the  entries  about  this  period  are  both  vague  and  incomplete 
owing  to  the  "  Reign  of  Terror  "  which  the  existing  wars  had  brought  about  and  to  this  cause  must  be  traced  the  absence 
of  the  records  of  numerous  burials  which  took  place  at  Brington  about  this  time. 

JOHN-  WASHINGTON,  of  Warton,  Lancashire.  GENEALOGICAL    TREE    OF    GEORGE    WASHINGTON. 


LAUKKNCK   WASHINGTON,  married  Amee.  daughter  of  Robert  I'argiter.  ot  Gretworth, 

of  Northampton  anil  (Cray's  Inn.  Grantee  of  Sulgrave         died  October  (>th,  1504  ;  buried  in  Sulgrave  Church. 

Manor,    Mayor  of    Northampton,     ITJJ    and     1^40; 

died   Feb.    lyth.    15*4  ;    buried  in  Sulgrave  Church. 

kor.KHT  WASHINGTON,  married   (i)  Kli/abeth,  daughter  of  Robert  Light,  of  Railway,  Warwickshire, 

of  Sulgrave,  die  1  1619  ;   buried  with  his  father  in  Sulgrave  Church.   |          (2)  Anne  Fisher,  ol  Hanslop,  1  lucks. 

I..U'Ki  NCK   WASHINGTON,  married  Margaret,  daughter  KOT.KUT  WASHINGTON,  married  Kli/abeth,  daughter  of  ]ohn  Chisholl,  of 

of  Sulgrave  and  Brington,  dietl  Dec.  ijth,     ot  William  Butler,  of  Tees,  died  March  loth,  1622;  More  Hall,  Fssex  ;  died  March  njth,  1622; 

ini6;   buried  in    Brington  Church.  Sussex  ;   died  1050.  buried  in  Bringtou  Church,     buried  iu  Brington  Church. 

Kiev.  I.ArKKNci:   WASHINGTON,  M  A  ,  Oxon.  married  Amphillis  Roades,   died  January  Kith,  1055  ; 

(Father  of  two  Virginia  emigrants),  Kector  ol  I'urleigh,  F.ssex,  buried  at  Tring,  I  lertfordshire. 

1632  to  104$  ;   died  1050  :    buried  iu  nriugton  Church. 

JOHN    WASHINGTON,  married  Ami.  daughter  of  Nathaniel  I'ope  I.UKHNCK   \\'ASIIIN(,TON, 

born  at  Tring,  ifij.)  ;   emigrated  to  Virginia,  1057.  |       (second  wife).  emigrated  to  Virginia  with  his  brother  John, 

L.U'KKNCF:   WASHINGTON,          married  Mildred  Warner. 

died    If", 7. 

Ai'di'STixi-:   WASHINCTON,          married   (i)  Jane  Butler 

(2)  Mary  Ball. 
GFORGK   WASHINGTON, 

born  February  nth,  1732;   died  December  141!],  1799. 

The  only  questionable  (but  all  important)  link  in  the  Washington  Genealogical  Chain  has  been  the  "  theory  of 
identity "  respecting  the  actual  paternity  of  the  two  Virginia  emigrants.  Both  Sir  Isaac  Hurd  and,  later  on,  the  historian 
Baker  claimed  to  have  discovered  in  Mr.  Laurence  Washington  (who  died  December  13,  1616,  and  is  buried  in  St.  Mary's, 
Great  Brington),  the  father  of  the  two  emigrants.  That  they  were  absolutely  wrong  and  that  the  Rev.  Laurence 
Washington  and  not  his  progenitor,  Mr.  Laurence  Washington,  was  their  father  the  following  unquestionably  proves  :  — 

Firstly — In    the    will    of     Andrew    Knowling    it    is    positively    stated    that    the    two    emigrants    had    three    sisters,    Elizabeth, 
Margaret    and    Martha. 
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Secondly. —  In  the  will  of  the  elder  emigrant,  John,  it  is  mentioned  that  Martha,  the  youngest  of  these  three  sisters. 
followed  her  brothers  to  America  and  that  she  died  there  in  1097. 

Thirdly. — Mr.  Worthington  Ford,  in  iSq-2,  discovered  amongst  the  manuscripts  in  the  Department  of  State,  Washington, 
the  will  of  this  Martha  Washington  (whose  married  name  was  Hayward),  and  in  it  she  distinctly  specifies 
her  own  and  the  emigrants'  eldest  sister  in  the  following  bequest  : — 

Item. — It  is  my  will  and  desire  that  my  executors  with  all  convenient  speed  send  to  Kngland  to  my 
eldest  sister,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rumbold,  a  tunne  of  good  weight  of  tobacco  and  the  same 
I  i,rive  to  her  and  to  her  heirs  lor  ever. 

Lastlv.  —  In     the    will    of     Mrs.    Mewce,   who    was    a    sister  ot    the    Rev.    Laurence   Washington,   we    find    the    following    ''item": 

•'1    give    and    bequeath    to    Mrs.     Kli/abeth     Kumbold,    1113-    niece,    live    pounds." 
Thus    we     have    the    sister    of     the     Rev.    Laurence    Washington,    of    Brington. 
alluding   to   the  daughter    of    this    Rev.  Laurence  Washington  (father 
of  the  emigrants),  as   '4  her   niece,"    which   is  proof  conclusive 
that     the      Rev.    Laurence     Washington      was    not,    as 
stated  bv    the    before-mentioned    authorities,   one   ot 
the  two  emigrants  ;   but  their  father. 


"  Washington  House  "  at  the  present  time 
is  occupied  by  a  couple  of  farm  labourers  and 
their  respective  families,  to  whom  it  is  rented 
by  Karl  Spencer  at  about  a  dollar  a  week.  The 
substitution  of  comparatively  modern  windows  for 
the  more  ancient  ones  has  considerably  altered 
the  external  appearance  of  the  house;  but, 
with  the  exception  of  the  introduction  of  the 
modern  grate  into  the  centre  of  the  old- 
fashioned  fireplaces,  the  internal  structure  pre- 
sents pretty  much  the  same  appearance  as  it 
did  in  the  early  part  of  the  lyth  century.  The  quaint 
old  staircases,  with  their  massive  oaken  supports,  still 
furnish  access  to  the  upper  story,  where  may  be  seen  the 
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low-ceilinged  apartment  wherein  the  father  of  the  t\vo  emigrants  breathed  his  last.  The  hack  of  the  cottage  is  far  more 
attractive  than  the  front ;  for  it  lias  not  yet  been  subjected  to  the  transformation  process  so  liberally  applied  to  the  latter  portion 
of  the  building  as  to  rob  it  of  much  of  its  original  picturesqueness.  The  old  village  green,  in  the  centre  of  which  stands 
the  antiquated  village-pump,  occupies  a  space  a  few  yards  below  "  Washington  House"  and  from  this  spot  a  good 
view  is  to  lie  obtained  of  the  only  street  Little  Hrington  can  boast.  It  embraces  "  Ye  olde  Saracen's  Head,"  an  ancient 
hostelry  whose  adjacent  "tea-gardens"  have  degenerated  into  a  resort  for  Sunday  "trippers";  the  inevitable  "smithy";  a 
row  of  almshouses  and  a  tew  picturesque  thatched  cottages. 

On   the   right-hand    side  of    the    road    leading  to  Great    Hrington    is    "The    Cedars,"   the    resilience    of    Mr.    J.   W.    Wykes, 
clerk    of    the    works    to    Karl    Spencer,    whose    father    and    grandfather    before    him    held    a    similar    position.      The    duties    of    the 
post    embrace    the     supervision    of   all    buildings    and    restorations     on     the     estate    which    accounts 
for     the     discovery,    a     tew     months     ago.     in     the     grounds     attached     to     "The     Cedars,"    of    the 
accompanying  old  sun-dial   which   formerly  occupied  a  position    in   the  south   gable  of  "  Washington 
House"  and    which    was,   no  doubt,  removed  during  a  work  of  restoration.      It  bears,  unmistakeably, 
the    Washington     arms      Argent    ,    two     bars    and     in    chief    three    mullets      gules      carved    upon    it, 
with    the    date    I'nj   and    the  initials    K.    W.       It    is    a    round   slab    of   sandstone,    i(>]  in.    in    diameter 
and    three   in.    thick,    chamfered    on    the     lower    edge.       The     lines,    ligures    and    shield    are    incised 
about    a    sixteenth    of    an    inch    deep   and    the    holes     where    the    gnomon     was    fixed    are   pi  linly   to 

be  seen.  The  centre  and  sinister  mullets  of  the  shield  are 
almost  obliterated  ;  but  were  quite  distinct  when  the  relic  was 
first  tound.  Both  initials  and  date  make  it  probable  that  it 
was  made  for  Robert  Washington,  the  original  occupant  of 
the  cottage,  who  died  in  1619.  It  lay,  face  downwards,  in  the 
spot  whence  it  was  recently  unearthed  for  over  forty  years. 

But  a   short   drive   hence,   along  a    pleasant    country  lane,        Tin:  WASHINGTON  SUN-DIAL. 
and    Great    Brington    is    reached.       On     the;     outskirts     of    the 

village  and  to  the  left  of  its  approach,  stands  the  Rectory,  now  occupied  by  the  Rev. 
W.  Martin,  the  present  Rector  of  St.  Mary's,  who  succeeded  the  Rev.  Henry  Holmes  Stewart 
some  three  years  ago.  The  original  Rectory,  which  is  a  far  more  interesting  and  pretentious 
building,  adjoins  the  church  and  has,  for  many  years,  been  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Y. 
Morley,  Earl  Spencer's  able  and  courteous  estate  agent.  To  both  the  Rector  and  Mr.  Morley 
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I  am  indebted  for  much  useful  information  and,  as  both  these  gentlemen  are  deeply  interested  in  the  Washington  history, 
any  movement  having  for  its  object  the  dissemination  of  information  respecting  this  historical  centre  will  not  only  meet 
with  their  entire  approval  ;  but  will  also  have  their  generous  support.  A  few  yards  from  the  Rectory  is  the  principal 
street  of  the  village,  which  lays  towards  the  left  up  a  somewhat  steep  incline.  The  only  house  of  "business"  noticeable  is 
the  old  "Fox  and  Hounds,"  a  really  picturesque,  old-fashioned  inn  which  occupies  a  prominent  position  on  the  left  of  the 
main  thoroughfare.  Mr.  Palmer,  the  present  landlord,  has  served  the  Spencer  family  as  stud-groom  for  nearly  half  a 
century;  but,  albeit  a  typical  John  Hull  in  appearance,  an  affliction  of  total  deafness  is  accountable  for  an  absence 
of  the  usually  looked-for  joviality.  His  two  daughters,  however,  make  admirable  hostesses  and  the  old-time  hostelry  is 
a  perfect  picture  of  cleanliness  and  thrift.  By  the  way,  it  is  quite  remarkable 
to  note  the  number  of  old  inns  in  the  neighbourhood  bearing  the  like  sign  of 
"Fox  and  Hounds" — a  proof  of  the  long-existing  sporting  proclivities  of  a 
County  which  numbers  amongst  its  crack  packs  of  hounds  the 
celebrated  1'ytchley. 

I  "poll  reaching  the  summit  of  the  hill,  which 
is  but  a  short  distance  from  the  old  inn,  you  turn 
sharply  to  the  right  when,  facing  you,  is  to  lie- 
seen  the  old  Parish  Church  so  closely  associated 
with  the  immediate  English  ancestors  ol  the 
Washingtons,  Dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  St.  Mary's, 
(ireat  Brington.  is  one  of  the  oldest  among  the 
many  ancient  churches  for  which  the  County  ol 
Northamptonshire  is  famous.  Apart  from  Brix- 
worth  Church  a  few  miles  distant  which  is  the  only 
ecclesiastical  monument  of  the  Romans  remaining 
in  Great  P>ritain,  it  is,  as  its  foundations  indicate, 
of  such  ancient  date  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that 
the  bases  of  its  circular  columns  formed  at  one 
time  the  prophyleum  to  a  Roman  temple  ;  or  an 

early  Christian  Church  of  the  first  four  centuries.  Prominent  among  existing  indications  of  its  great  antiquity,  is  the 
fairly  well-preserved  Preaching  Cross  which  stands  on  the  old  village-green  facing  the  front  entrance-gates  to  the  church  and 
the  mutilated,  recumbent  effigy  of  a  priest  or  bishop  which  occupies  a  recess  in  the  outer  wall  of  the  edifice.  Both  these 
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interesting  relics  date  backward  to  the  Norman 
Conquest;  but  cannot,  for  antiquity,  compare 
with  the  ancient  baptismal  font  which  is  to  be 
seen  within  the  building  a  reproduction  of 
which  appears  on  page  2h.  The  tout  itself  is  of 
the  early  Saxon  period,  \\hilst  the  far  more 
ancient  masonry  on  which  it  stands  is  the  base 
of  one  of  the  old  Roman  columns  which  lormed 
the  prophyleurn  to  a  tormer  temple,  (lose  to 
this  font,  and  suspended  in  somewhat  primitive 
fashion  on  an  old,  disused  door,  is  a  large  card 
bearing  date  iSij,  with  the  accompanying 
printed  "Table  of  Kindred  and  Affinity." 
•'Marriage  Tables"  bearing  similar  lettering  are 
still  to  be  seen  in  many  other  chine  lies  :  but  the 
tabulated  matter  is  invariably  hand-painted  on 
some  unsightly  ••hoarding"  in  such  a  wretched 
manner  as  to  render  it  a  disfigurement  to  the 
church  and  an  eyesore  to  its  congregation. 

The  ancient  doorway  at  the  base  ot  the 
tower  which  in  former  years  provided  public 
access  to  the  building  is  now  closed  and 
worshippers  or  visitors  are  admitted  through  a 
comparatively  modern  porch,  whose  outer  sup- 
porting columns  hold  in  position  a  wrought-iron  gate  of  crude  manufacture  and  truly  rural  design.  Here  again  is  an 
opportunity  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  memory  of  a  great  and  good  man !  A  splendid  chance  for  the  exercise  of  either 
individual  philanthropy:  or  the  display  of  collective  patriotism!  A  handsomely-designed  and  exquisitely-executed  "Washington 
Gate."  having  for  its  centre-piece  a  well-wrought  replica  of  the  family  arms  and  shield,  might  well  replace  the  existing  eyesore. 
And  its  duplication,  on  a  quadruple  scale,  would  certainly  enhance  the  outer  entrance  also  to  this  historic  sanctuary.  Not 
even  the  modesty  of  the  present  Rector  could  withstand  so  tempting  an  offer  ;  so  roll  up  ye  patriotic  bidders  and 
let  the  hammer  quickly  fall  on  an  auction  of  the  privilege  to  sanctify  this  tiny  spot  on  God's  Great  Green  Earth 
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which,    in      solace     hid,    should     ho     clear,   indeed,   to    all    true    Sons 
and  Daughters  of  the   I'nion. 

To  the  antiquary,  one  of  the  most  interesting  features 
of  the  interior  of  St.  Mary's,  apart  from  the  before-mentioned 
font,  is  the  peculiar  construction  ot  the  old  worm-eaten  pews 
and  the  diversity  of  the  armorial  carvings  with  which  they  are 
embellished  ;  the  total  absence  of  the  old  high-backed  order 
bein«j  particularly  striking.  During  one  of  the  many  periods  of 
restoration  which  it  is  evident  the  interior  of  the  building  has 
undergone  no  doubt  these  pews  have  been  cut  down  so  as  to  afford 
increased  seating- accommodation. 

Somewhere  about  the  middle  of  the  centre  aisle,  and  slightly 
to  the  lett  as  you  proceed  towards  the  chancel,  is  to  be  seen, 
securely  embedded  in  a  long  stone  slab,  an  old  "brass"  bearing 
the  following  interesting  inscription  : 


This  slab 
covers  the  south 
entrance  to  the 
\\  a  s  h  i  n  g  t  o  n 
vault  and  the 
inscription  on 
the  embedded 


HERE  UES  INTERRED  Y  BODIES  OF  ELIZAS: WASHINGTON 
AyiDDOWE  WHO  CHANCED  THIS  UFE  FOR  IMORTALLITIE 
Y  CMDF  MARCH  IG2Z-  As  ALSO  Y  BODY  OF^ROBERT 
\VXSHINGTONCtNT.  HER  LATE  HVSBAND  SECOND  £ 
SON  fE  OFROBERT^yVASHINGTONOFSOLCRAVEINY 
CQVMTY  OF  NORTH  .  ESC^WHO  DEVTED  THIS  LIF^Y 
K3  OF  MARCH  1G22-AFTERTKY  UVEDLOVINGLYTOGETHIR 


IN  THIS  PARISH 


MARRIAGE   TABLE    IN    ST.   MARY'S,   GREAT    HKINGTON. 


"  brass  "    records 

the  interrment  beneath  of  Robert  and  Eli/abeth  Washington,  of  whose 
burial    registration  a  fac-simile  is  given    on    page    26.       This   Robert 

Washington  was  a  younger  brother  of  the  grandfather  of  the  two  Virginia  emigrants.  He  died,  without  issue,  just  nine  days 
before  his  wife,  Elizabeth;  his  nephew,  the  Rev.  Laurence  Washington,  as  curate,  officiating  at  the  burial  of  both  his  uncle 
and  aunt.  In  the  centre  of  the  stone  slab  and  about  a  foot  below  the  inscription  is  another  "  brass  "  in  a  fair  state  of 
preservation.  It  is  the  armorial  shield  of  the  \Vashingtons,  with  the  "Stars  and  Stripes"  plainly  visible. 
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to     the 


'ton 


The  entries  in    the  old    Parish    Register  of  these   two  burials 
is   in   the   handwriting   of    the     Rev.    Laurence    Washington 
shortly     alter    his     ordination,     acted    as     curate 
existing  rector.     The  first  entry  respecting  the  Washin 
family   in   the    Register    Book  of  St.   Mary's, 
(ireat  1  irington.  is  that  recording  the  baptism 
ot    Gregory    Washington,   the   infant    son    of 
Laurence     and     Margaret     Washington;    a 

fac-siniile   of  which   appears  on   page  jS.      This   event     occurred    in 

January,    i6:>f>.    closely   following    Laurence    Washington's    removal 

with    his   father   from    Sulgrave  to   Little    lirington.     This    Gregory 

Washington   li\ed    but   a    few   days;   lor   his  burial    is   shortly   after- 
wards recorded.      There   is   an  entry  also  to  the  eflect  that,  about  the 

same  period,  a  seat  m  the  pew  now  lacing  the  pulpit  was  granted  to 

Mr.     Laurence    Washington    and    two    seats    adjoining    to   his    two 

'•manservants."      It   is  obvious  from  this  that,    in   their  tribulations, 

at  least  two  of  their  old  servants  remained   faithful  to  them;   prefer- 
ring, probably,  to  share   tlu  poverlv  ot  their  old  masters   rather  than 

desert   them    in   their   hour   of  need.      Servants   in    those    days  were 

laithtul  in    the  true   sense    of  the   word    and   it  was  quite   a  common 

occurrence   to    find    the    same   names   attached    to    the    list  of  family 
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FAC-SIMILF.    OF   THE    BURIAL    REGISTRATIONS   OF    ROBERT    AND    ELIZABETH    WASHINGTON. 


retainers  for  generations.  Compul- 
sory education  was  unknown  then 
and  a  parlour-maid  was  a  servant 
and  not  a  "lady  help";  whilst  a 
farm -labourer  who  "  preferred  " 
a  piano  to  a  plough  would  have 
been  regarded  as  a  perfect  lustis 
naturiT. 

On    the    left-hand    side   of 
the     chancel,     facing     the     altar, 
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stands    the    magnificent    mortuary   chapel  of  the  Spencers,  originally  erected   by   Sir  John   Spencer,   Kt.,   in    1520.      It  is  filled  with 
a   series    of  splendid    monuments    to  ^the^bpencer   family,  commencing    with  the   altar    tomb   of  Sir    John   Spencer,    ob.     1522,    and 

continuing  in  direct  line  to  1877.  I  >y 
reason  of  the  wealth  of  heraldry  these 
tombs  display  (comprising  not  less  than 
375  distinct  quarterings  as  well  as  the 
varied  costumes  of  the  figures)  they 
rank  very  high  indeed  among  the  monu- 
ments of  the  period  and  are  in  a  perfect 
state  ot  preservation.  The  \\  ashingtons 
were  related  to  the  Spencers  through 
Catherine  (Kitson),  Lady  Spencer,  wife  of 
Sir  |olin  Spencer,  Kt.,  who  died  in  158(1. 
She  was  a  first  cousin  of  Laurence  Wash- 
ington,  the  original  grantee  of  Sulgrave 
Manor.  The  register  of  marriages  dates 
from  the  year  1558;  baptisms,  1560;  and 

®B? 
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INTKKIOK    VIEW   OF    ST.   MARY'S,   (imc.vr    HRIXC;TOX. 

burials,     1573  :     Pliipps.    an    old   Northamptonshire  family,   being    the    name    of  the    first 
entry  in    the    Register    Book. 

In  the  chancel,  and  adjoining  the  Spencer  Chapel,  is  the  north  entrance  to  the 
Washington  vault,  indicated  by  the  inscription  chronicling  the  entombment  of  Laurence 
Washington,  the  great-great  grandfather  of  George  Washington.  A  somewhat 


$vHl«E.-l)^&>wna  ty.tr  .. 
«.«  ft  $0*>(J<3  D-wGr,-!**-! 
*,C*  lMrftlMCfc>&Ut$fU  T* 
QtCEUtL*  *,.$*/.  \<>\t 


K\OW- \-\TtTO  ^)VW 

'      50  -CWftVjV  SttM.\--  ^S-.Oi^ 


INSCRIPTION  ON  TOMB 
OF   L.U'RF-N'CF.  WASHIST.TON 

IX     l)KIX(iTOX     ClIL'RCH 
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interesting    epitaph     accompanies    this     inscription,     whilst    at    the   liead    is   to   be    seen,   cut    deep  in    the  stone    slab,   the    impaled 
anus     of     the    Washingtons   and    the    1  Sutlers     the    wife    of  this     Laurence    Washington    being    a    daughter  of    William    Butler 
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ot     lees.    Sussex.      It     is     interesting     to    note    that,     more    than     a     century    later,   the  union    of    Augustine    Washington — George 
Washington's    lather        to    jam     I  littler    was   chronicled. 

(  Vrupymg   as    it    does   a    ver\    elevated    position,    the    Church    commands    a    magnificent    and  extensive  panoramic    view  of 
the   surrounding   country.      During    the    summer     months    it    is     a    perfect    study    in    green    and   yellow,    occasionally    relieved    by 

"7n  S,S 
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FAC-SlMILE     OF     HURIAL     REGISTRATION     OF     LAURENCE     WASHINGTON. 


the   subdued   tints   of  some   old-fashioned    homestead    whose    steel-grey    walls     and    latticed    windows,    surmounted   by    old   and 
weather-worn    thatch  and    entwined    by    honeysuckle    and    rose,    combine    to  render   it    an    ideal    Painters'    Paradise. 
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Noiselessly  emerging   from   this  old   and    hallowed    sanctuary,  under   whose   ancient    canopy    reposes   the    dust    of    the    fore- 
fathers of  him   whom  Mount  Vernon  holds   in  a   like,   long  sleep,  it    is  hut  natural   that  the  picturesqueness  of  the  view  without 

should     gradually     become     emerged     in    a    contemplation     of    the     view     within. 
One    touch    of    nature     makes    the    whole     world    kin,"     and    thus    it    is    that    I 

wondered  not  when,  a  tew  weeks  ago, 
1  accompanied  a  party  of  foreigners, 
of  four  distinct  nationalities,  to  this 
Modern  Mecca  and  heard  the  same 
expression  of  opinion,  the  same  long- 
drawn  sigh,  the  same  appreciative  remarks 
which  characterised  my  own  first  exit 
from  St.  Mary's,  Great  Brington,  and 
which  found  an  echo  in  the  breasts  of 
men  who  had  merely  heard  and  read  of 
George  Washington  -nothing  more. 

1  low  then  can  one  describe  the 
feelings,  under  like  conditions,  of  the 
patriotic  and  native-born  American  ! 
The  same  cold,  creepy  sensation  that 
one  feels  when,  some  thousands  of 
miles  from  home,  one  hears-  say  the 
strains  of  one's  National  Anthem.''  Very 
like  !  Trv  it  ! 
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PART    III. 

TON.  the  English  home  of  the  Franklins  and  the  spot  whence  licnjamin  Franklin's  father  emigrated 
to  America,  is  another  old  and  picturesque  Northamptonshire  village,  distant  some  ten  miles  from  Great 
lirington.  Traversing  one  of  the  many  lengthy  avenues  of  old  and  stately  trees  which  adorn  the  magnificent 
park  surrounding  the  historical  home  of  the  Spencers,  a  fifteen  minutes'  drive  from  lirington  brings  to  view 
Althorp  I  louse,  the  country  seat  of  the  Right  Hon.  Karl  Spencer.  K.G.,  who.  on  the  death  of  his  father, 
the  t> 'iirth  Karl  Spencer,  in  1*51),  succeeded  to  the  title  and  family  estates.  The  precise  date  of  its 
erection  is  still  uncertain  ;  but  it  was  somewhere 

about      the      early      part      of    the     Fifteenth    Century.        It      was 

restored      bv      Robert.     Karl     ol    Sunderland,     in      ihS.S    and    has 

lieen     enlarged     and     much    improved     by     its    present 

occupant.       For     many    years    Althorp    I  louse    boasted 

the    finest    private    library    in    the    world    occupying    as 

it  did  a  suite  ol   live    apartments  and  embracing    some 

fort}'   thousand  volumes,  amongst    which   was  the  famed 

copy    ot    ISoccaccio   lor    which    upwards    ot    /.  j.ooo   was 

given.       In    is/-    this    magnificent    collection    was    sold 

to     Mrs.     |.    Rylands.     of    Manchester,    and     presented 

by    her  to  that  city   as  a  memorial   of  her   late  husband. 

A   unique   collection    of    portraits    still    adorns   the   large 

picture    gallery    and     the    ''household     books"     contain 

many   interesting    entries   regarding     the    Washington    family. 

l!y  the  courtesy  of  Karl  Spencer  the  magnificent  carriage- 
drive  through  Althorp  Park  is  thrown  open  to  the  general  public 

a  certain   amount    of  discretion    being    of     course    exercised     by     the 
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ALTHORP  HOUSE,    EARL    SPENCER'S   COCNTRY    SEAT. 
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courteous  officials  whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  the  opening  and  closing  of  "  The  Golden  Gates " — the  exquisitely- 
designed  wrought-iron  structure  which  forms  the  principal  entrance  to  this  beautiful  demesne.  On  certain  days  of  the 
week,  "permits"  to  view  the  mansion  are  also  obtainable  from  Mr.  A.  L.  Y.  Morley,  at  the  estate  office,  Great  Brington  ; 
this  rule  of  course  applying  only  when  the  family  is  not 
"  in  residence." 

From  the  main  Rugby-road,  im- 
mediately without  the  gates,  Ecton  may 
be  reached  by  divers  well-kept  and  pictur- 
esque by-roads  and  country  lanes  leading 
through  innumerable  old-world  villages  of 
more  or  less  historic  interest;  while  the 
eye  never  tires  of  the  ever-changing  scenes 
which  the  undulating  nature  of  the  country 
traversed  constantly  unfolds.  Should  time 
permit,  a  brief  inspection  of  Holdenby 
House  will  well  repay  the  tourist ;  for 
here  it  was  that  Charles  I.  was  tempor- 
arily confined  after  his  surrender  to  the 
Parliamentary  Army  by  the  Scots.  Castle 
Ashby,  the  Elizabethan  residence  of  the 
Marquis  of  Northampton,  is  also  well  worth 
a  visit  and  other  spots  of  interest  easy  of 
access  embrace  the  celebrated  Danes  Camp, 
erected  by  King  Edward  the  Elder  about 
921,  and  Fotheringay  Castle,  the  birth- 
place of  Richard  III.  and  the  scene  of 

the  execution  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots.  Of  especial  interest  to  lady  tourists  will  be  the  opportunity  afforded  of  witnessing  the  old-time 
process  of  lace-making  as  still  employed  by  the  few  living  exponents  of  this  almost  defunct  art.  Fifty  years  ago  Northamptonshire 
was  famed  for  this  particular  industry  which  furnished  lucrative  employment  for  hundreds  of  women  ;  but  it  is  now  almost  entirely 
confined  to  the  oldest  female  inhabitants  of  the  outlying  villages  and,  to  the  present  generation,  is  a  comparatively  unknown  art. 
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PRINCIPAL   ENTRANCE  TO    ALTIIOKP   PARK. 
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The  village  of  Ecton  is  distant  five  miles  east  of  Northampton  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  as  from  Great 
JSrington  sprang  the  military  genius  who  founded  the  North  American  Republic  so,  from  the  obscurity  of  the  little  village 
of  Ecton,  arose  that  great  philosopher  and  American  citizen,  .Benjamin  Franklin,  whose  father  emigrated  with  his  wife  and 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE   LACE-MAKING. 


AN   ANCIENT    FLOUR-MILL. 


three  children    to  New   England  in    1685.     For  three   hundred   years  the   Franklins  held   a  freehold  estate  of  about  thirty  acres 
at    Ecton     where    they    resided,    carrying   on    the    trade    of    blacksmiths    and    bell-founders.       Dr.    Benjamin    Franklin    was   the 
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ST.    MAKV    MAGDALEXK,    KCTON,   WHERE    THE   FRANKLINS   WORSHIITKP. 


youngest  of  ten  children  by  his  father's  second  wife,  who  was  an  American-born  subject.  His  father,  Josias  Franklin,  was 
the  youngest  of  the  four  sons  of  Thomas  Franklin,  who  was  born  at  Ecton  in  1598  and  whose  register  of  baptism  in  the 
old  Parish  Register  reads  as  follows:—- 


C  2 


34 


THE    CRAOLK    OF   THE   WASHINGTONS. 


This  Thomas   Franklin    lived    at   Ecton   till    he   was   too  old   to  continue  his  trade   when    he  joined    his  second  son   John, 
who  was  a   dyer    residing   at    Hanbury,    Oxfordshire,    and   to   whom   Josias,    Dr.    Franklin's    f^—».,       /"> 
father,     was     apprenticed.     The  accompanying    is  a   fac-simile    of  this   Thomas    Franklin's  /    /I,/} 

signature,   which    is    to   be    seen     in    the     old     Register   and     which     was    written     therein       v 
upon    the  acceptance  of  his  appointment    as    churchwarden  :- 

St.  Mary  Magdalene.  Ecton,  was  erected  during  the  early  part  of  the  Thirteenth  Century  and  has  been  many  times 
restored.  It  is  now  Crown  property  and  the  "  living  "  has  recently  been  specially  granted  to  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Cox-Edwards,  M.A., 
Emmanl.  Coll.,  Cambridge,  in  recognition  of  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  Chaplain  in  the  Royal  Navy.  After  nearly 
forty  years'  continuous  service  on  board  various  ships  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  Mr.  Cox-Edwards  was  appointed 

Chaplain     of      Portsmouth     Dockyard, 

afterwards    becoming    Chaplain    of    the 

Fleet    and    Inspector  of  Naval  Schools, 

in  which  capacity  he  served  until  his  re- 
tirement   in    iS()(j.      He  has    just    been 

appointed    lion.  Chaplain    to  the   King. 

( )f     an    exceedingly  genial   disposition, 

enhanced  by    a    true   sense    of    humour 

combined    with   an     exceptional    know- 
ledge   of    men     and    matters,   it    is    no 

wonder  that  the  present  Rector  of  Ecton 

has  already  won  the  love  and  admiration 

of  his  parishioners  who  are  unanimously 

agreed   that  the  old  Rectory  has   never 

held  a  more  genial  or  more  popular  pastor. 

1  lis  predecessor,  the  Rev.  Charles  Tizard 

Pavies,  occupied   the    Rectory   for    fully 

half  a  century,  during  which  period  but  slight  attention  appears  to  have  been  given  to 
the  fact  that  this  house  was  at  one  time  a  favourite  resort  of  the  great  Hogarth  ;  that, 
a  little  over  two  centuries  ago,  it  re-echoed  the  sad  farewells  of  a  people  who  had  fore- 
gathered to  bid  God-speed  to  the  departing  parents  of  America'sgreatest  philosopher,  AN  OLD  LACE  PILLOW  WITH  SAMPLE  OF  "REAL" 

TORCHEON    LACE 
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and  that,  just   prior  to   his  return  to  America,  in    1726,  Dr.    Benjamin   Franklin  himself  was   for  many  weeks  the  honoured  guest  of 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Palmer,  the  reigning  Rector.      A  change  has  now  come    o'er  the   scene  ;    for   the  popularity  of  the   present  Rector, 

and  the  great  interest  evinced  by  him  in  his  historical  "  holding,"  bids 
fair  to  raise  his  parish  from  a  position  of  comparative  obscurity  to  one 
of  International  importance.  It  is  therefore  quite  safe  to  predict  that, 
amongst  the  long  list  of  Incumbents  and  Rectors  which  adorns  the 
unpretentious  tablet  hung  within  the  porch  of  the  old  church,  the  name 
of  the  present  occupant  of  the  Rectory  will  be  specially  revered. 

Adjacent  to  the  Rectory  stands  the  old  Manor  House,  now  occupied 
by  Major-Genera]  E.  1".  Sotheby,  the  present  lord  of  the  manor,  who 
quite  recently  celebrated  his  silver  wedding;  whilst  in  the  church  itself 
numerous  handsome  tablets,  both  within  and  without  the  mortuary 
chapel,  mark  the  final  resting-place  of  his  long  line  of  ancestors.  The 
old  Manor  House  was,  tor  years,  famous  tor  its  many  genuine  Hogarths, 
executed  at  various  periods  by  the  great  master  during  his  sojourn 
at  the  Rectory.  These,  however,  have  vanished  as  also  has  the  historical 
sign  of  "Ye  World's  End"  Inn,  at  Ecton,  which  is  reputed  to  have 
been  painted  by  Hogarth  and  presented  to  mine  host  as  "a  recognition 
of  his  skill  as  a  brewer  of  ye  wholesome  toddy."  The  exterior  of  this 
ancient  hostelry  has  undergone  so  many  architectural  "improvements" 
that  but  little  remains  of  the  original  outer  structure ;  but,  within  the 
building,  many  interesting  evidences  still  exist  of  its  former  quaintness. 
The  present  landlord  (who  rejoices  in  the  same  name  as  the  celebrated 
Polly  of  Paddington  Green  and  sundry  music  hall  fame),  is  evidently  a 
man  with  up-to-date  ideas  and  is  widely-known  and  respected  both  as 
a  publican  and  a  farmer.  His  wife.  Mrs.  W.  C.  Perkins,  jocosely  informed 
me  that  her  husband's  tilling  of  the  soil  aided  considerably  the  rilling 
of  the  till. 
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Regarding    the  former  dwelling   of  the   Franklins    much    diversity    of    opinion    exists    locally.      Many    of  the    inhabitants 
affirm   that    the   old   Manor    Farm,    now   occupied   by    Mrs.     J.     Dicks,     was     the     abode     of      at     least    two    generations    of    the 
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Franklin   family  ;   whilst  others  assert   that   the   house   was  destroyed  by   fire    many  years  ago.       My   own   views  on  the  subject 
coincide   with   those  of   the    Rector  who  pointed  out   to  me  an  old  well,  in   a  garden  adjoining  the  Rectory,  which    is  known    as 


"  Yic   WORLD'S    KND "   INN,    KCTON,    NORTHAMPTONSHIRE,    THE   SION    OF   WHICH   WAS   PAINTED 

BY    HOGARTH. 


the  "  Franklin  Well  "   and  near  which   are   indications  of  an  old  ruin  which,   from   its  close   proximity  to  the   main   thoroughfare, 
he    believes   to   have  been  the   cottage  and  workshop  of    the  former  village   blacksmiths. 
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The  old  Register  Book  of  Ecton,  which  dates  back  to  the  year  1559,  contains  numerous  references  to  the  Franklin 
family  and  many  entries  of  their  births,  deaths  and  marriages.  It  is  interesting  here  to  note  that  even  a  casual  perusal  of 
these  entries  verifies  the  claim  of  the  Franklins  as  inventors  of  a  system  of  shorthand  quite  a  century  and  a  half  before  the 
late  Sir  Isaac  Pitman  became  known  to  fame;  for  many  instances  occur  in  which  the  abbreviated  form  of  entry  points 


THE   OLD    MANOR   FARM,    ECTON,    FROM  WHENCE    EMIGRATED   BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN'S   FATHER. 

clearly  to  the  adoption  of  a  similar  system  to  that  employed  by  phonetic  experts  of  the  present  day.  According  to  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin  himself,  at  least  two  of  his  uncles  were  proficient  in  this  particular  art  and  numerous  MSS.  bequeathed  to  the 
Doctor  by  Thomas  Franklin,  his  eldest  uncle,  consisted  for  the  most  part  of  poems  and  sermons  written  in  shorthand. 
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In  the  churchyard  at  Kcton,  in  close  proximity  to  the  old  porch,  are  to  he  seen  the  graves  of  this  Thomas 
Franklin  and  his  wife  Eleanor,  reproduced  on  page  41.  The  former  died  in  1702  and  the  latter  in  1711.  Time  and  the 
elements  considered,  the  unpretentious  headstones,  with  the  simple  inscriptions  here  reproduced,  are  in  a  remarkably  good  state  of 
preservation  and  I  am  given  to  understand  that  special  provision  has  been  made  for  the  future  care  of  these  interesting 
mementoes.  Here  again  is  an  opportunity  for  the  display  of  a  little  patriotic  feeling!  A  handsome  memorial  window,  overlooking 
the  graves  of  these  two  near  relatives  of  .Benjamin  Franklin,  would  form  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  departed  genius  ! 
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The  churchyard  of  St.  Mary's,  Erton.  contains  many  old  and  interesting  tombs;  most  of  them  so  old  indeed  that 
it  is  a  matter  of  utter  impossibility  to  decipher  the  inscriptions.  Close  to  the  south  wall  of  the  church,  however,  is  an  old 
headstone,  bearing  date  1730,  upon  which  is  engraved  an  epitaph  which  is  well  worth  reading.  It  is  erected  to  the  memory 
of  Joseph  Hensman  and  his  wife,  members  of  an  old  parish  family  whose  descendants  still  reside  in  the  vicinity.  Following 
the  respective  dates  of  their  demise  is  the  following  unique  epitaph  :  — 


"  The  world  is  a  City 

full  of  crooked  streets, 
And  Death's  a  Market  place 
where  all  men  meet. 


If  Life  were  Marchantdize 

that  men  could  buy, 
The  Rich  would  always  Live, 

the  1'oor  must  Die  " 
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From    Ecton    to    Northampton,    from    which    frequent    trains    speedily    convey    the    tourist    to    the    Metropolis,    is    hut    a    short 


••'-. 


journey.  There  are,  however,  two 
other  very  interesting  "  sights  " 
well  worthy  a  visit.  One  is  the 
Old  Stocks  at  Little  Houghton, 
a  picturesque  village  distant  about 
midway  between  Ecton  and 
Northampton.  These  "  Implements 
of  Degradation,"  which  were 
jl  formerly  employed  throughout  the 
country  as  a  common  means  of 
punishment,  fell  into  disuse  about 
the  middle  ot  the  last  century. 
From  Mr.  James  Smith,  the  local 
postmaster  at  Little  Houghton, 
whose  photograph  accompanies 
that  of  the  old  stocks,  1  learn 
that  the  last  transgressor  to 
experience  the  humiliating  em- 
brace of  this  "\\oodeu  Maiden' 
was  one  John  JSancoH,  a  labourer, 
who,  lor  ill-using  his  mother,  was 
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GRAVE   OF   BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN'S    UNCLE    IN    KCTON 
CHURCHYARD. 
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FAC-SIMILE   OF  THE    HAPTISMAL    REGISTRATION   OF    THOMAS    FRANKLIN  (UNCLE    OF    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN) 


FAC-SIMILE  OF  THE  BURIAL  REGISTRATION  OF  THOMAS  FRANKLIN   (UNCLE  OF  BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN). 


THE    CRADLE    OF    THE    WASHINGTONS. 


sentenced    by    the    local    justice    to    twelve     hours'    confinement    in  the  public  stocks  the  while  the  village  crier,  with  harsh-toned 
bell    and     equally    harsh-toned    voice,    proclaimed     to    the    assembled    villagers   the   misdeeds   of   the  pinioned    culprit. 


r         i 


- 


ELEANOR'S   CROSS,  NORTHAMPTON,    ERECTED,   A.D.,  1292. 

The  other  "  sight,"  which  is  truly  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  this  interesting  tour,  is  the  Queen  Eleanor 
Cross,  occupying  a  pleasant  position  on  the  London-road,  about  a  mile  south  of  Northampton.  It  is  the  most  beautiful  of 
the  three  remaining  crosses  erected  by  King  Edward  I.,  in  1292,  to  commemorate  the  resting-places  of  the  procession  which 
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accompanied  the  body  of  his  deceased  consort,  Queen  Eleanor,  from  Hardehy,  in  Nottinghamshire,  to  Westminster.  Authorities 
differ  regarding  the  original  number  and  location  of  these  crosses  ;  but  there  were  twelve  at  least  and  out  of  this  number  but  three 
have  survived  the  storms  and  civil  turbulence  of  six  hundred  years.  The  exquisite  architecture  of  this  "funereal  pile"  has  been  the 
subject  of  admiration  for  many  generations  and  the  recent  public  agitation  in  favour  of  adopting  a  like  means  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  late  Queen  met  with  general  approval. 


YE    OLDK    STOCKS    AT 
I.TTTLK    HOUOIITON. 


In  conclusion,  I  would  express  a  hope  that  this  modest  effort,  stimulated  as  it  has  been  throughout  by  an  honest 
desire  to  share  with  others  the  great  enjoyment  I  have  personally  experienced,  will  prove  sufficiently  interesting  to  call  forth, 
from  some  abler  pen  than  mine,  a  work  more  worthy  of  the  subject  which  I  have  endeavoured  herein  to  treat  to  the 
best  of  my  ability. 


FINIS 
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